
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

      

 

 

Hello, parents! I am looking forward to working with the parents, students, and staff of Ridgeway Elementary 

School! I know this is an overwhelming time for   parents, students, and staff as we transition to hybrid/ virtual 

instruction on Monday, March 1. You are getting a lot of information in a very short period of time but, please 

know that we are here to support your student in any way we can. I am going to apologize in advance for having 

to send you so many messages over the next few weeks, but I want to make sure that you have what you need 

and know who to go to if you have questions. 

 

Here are a few guidelines to get us started… 

• Everyone must wear a mask on school property (parents, students, and staff). 

 

• Please remember that access to the building will still be limited for parents. You are welcome to call the front 

office if you have any questions or if you need to make an appointment to meet with a staff member. 

 

• If you must enter the building, please continue to use the buzzer and a secretary will assist you. When you 

come in, you will be asked to have a seat at the table in the lobby. 

 

• We are working on early dismissal and late arrival procedures and will update you ASAP. 

 

• Attendance procedures will continue as they have all year. If your student is going to be absent, please notify 

the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

Ridgeway Elementary 
School 

March 2021 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, 
and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 
Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

❖ Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state 

and school-based assessments. 

❖ Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 

❖ Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere 

through complex tasks and to accept challenges. 

 

 



 

Recommendations for hybrid students: 
 

• Please bring your Chrome Book, headphones, and backpack every day. 

 

• Chrome Books need to be charged every night. 

 

• Feel free to put extra masks, hand sanitizer, or tissues in your backpacks. 

 

• Students must wear a mask on the bus. 

 

• Teachers and staff will be out on the parking lot and in the bus lanes to help students to their classroom during 

morning arrival. 

 

• If there are any changes to the “usual” transportation procedures, please notify the teacher. For example, if a 

student takes the bus in the morning but will be picked up by the parent in the afternoon, please notify the 

teacher. With open lines of communication, we can ensure that every student is safe and secure. 

 

• Please do not drop off your students before 8:35. 

 

From the Health Room: 
 

The CDC recommends that hand sanitizer should contain at least 60% alcohol. 

 

Six feet looks like the length of a twin bed. 

 

Please avoid touching the outside of the mask. Wash your hands prior to adjusting or putting on your mask. Try 

to use the loops to adjust the fit. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. Thank you so much for your support! 

 

 

Sharon Hansen 

Acting Principal- Ridgeway Elementary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   PARENT PORTAL 
 

PowerSchool Parent Portal PowerSchool Parent 

Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, secure 

communication tool that connects parents/guardians 

and schools. Online access to class grades, 

attendance information and student schedules are 

available to parents with students in grades 1 

through 12. For complete instructions on accessing 

Parent Portal go to https://www.aacps.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RIDGEWAY/AACPS MEAL DISTRIBUTION  

Anne Arundel County Public Schools is providing a free breakfast, lunch, dinner and snack to 

children, ages 2–18, Monday through Friday. There are no income requirements. Meal service is 

available at Ridgeway Elementary from 12-12:30 pm.  Children and families can go to any 

meal site – not necessarily their own school site – to receive meals. Families can pick up meals 

without their children present, but must register their name, the names, and ages of their children for 

whom they will pick up meals, and the meal site location by calling 410-222-5900. Parent and 

guardians can only request to pick up meals for their children. For more information, including the 

entire list of meal sites and their hours, please see www.aacps.org or call Food & Nutrition Services at 

410-222-5900. A complete list of meal sites and service times as well as menus can be found 

at www.aacps.org/mealpickup. 

AACPS is hiring Midday Monitors who 
can offer support to our elementary 
schools when students return to 
hybrid learning on March 1, 2021. 

 
SCHEDULE -Midday Monitors work on either 

Mondays and Tuesdays or Thursdays and Fridays 
(or all four days). This is an in-person position. 

DUTIES: 
-Monitor student activities during a midday block 

from 11 am to 1 pm. 
-Support students as they eat their lunch in the 

classroom. 
- Supervise students as they participate in recess. 

-Read to students or monitor students during 
quiet time after recess and lunch. 
PAY- $14/hour for 4-8 hours/week 

(No experience necessary) 
*This is a temporary position. NOTE: Monitors qualify 

for early COVID vaccinations as AACPS employees Learn 
more & apply: www.aacps.org/employment Questions: 

Contact AACPS Human Resources via email: 
recruitment@aacps.org or phone: 410-222-5061 Thank you 

http://www.aacps.org/mealpickup


 

 

 

 

 

         
                          

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE…. 
KEEPING THE HEALTH ROOM INFORMED 

1. Be sure to inform your school nurse about your child’s health conditions or other 

special health needs to plan for safe management at school. Chronic health conditions 

may include asthma, seizures, diabetes, or life-threatening allergies, etc. 

2. Remember to provide the school with current emergency contact information. 

3. Tell your school nurse if your child’s health condition interferes with school 

attendance. 

4. Make sure to tell your school nurse about medications and medical treatments your 

child requires during the school day. All medication requires a doctor’s order and 

must be brought to the Health Room by an adult. 

5. Tell your school nurse about any changes in your child’s health or mobility status, 

or about any infectious disease. 

6. Speak to the school nurse if you need to obtain information about health insurance 

for your child. 

Any questions or health related concerns? Please contact your school nurse:  
Krista Martin at 410-672-3346 
 
--Working Together for a Safe & Healthy School Year/Anne Arundel County Department of 
Health 
School Health Services 
 



 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

March 1- Beginning of Hybrid Schedule in School Buildings 

                Newsletter Online 

                Spring Sports Begin 

 

March 2-Read Across America Day 

 

March 5- Progress Report/Interim Distribution 

 

March 10- Schools Closed for students. Parent/Teacher Conferences held virtually 

 

April 1-5 Spring Break/Easter-All Schools and Central Offices Closed 

 

April 7-Registration for Kindergarten begins 

 

April 13-14 End of the third Marking Period/Two-hour early dismissal for all 

students 

 

April 15-Beginning of the Fourth Marking Period 

 

April 21- Professional Development/Two hour early-dismissal for all students 

 

April 23 -Report Card Distribution for all students 

 



 

                   What’s Happening at Ridgeway 
 
ACC I-  
In March, students will learn about the weather and different seasons we have around the year, and 
how also how the climate can keep changing in each season. 
In the first book, “Tim Loves the Seasons” we will read about different seasons and what the weather 
looks like in each one. In our second book, “Watching Weather Changes” we will read about how the 
climate changes and how we need to keep checking on the weather to dress accordingly and take the 
right tools with us- for ex: if it’s raining, we need to take umbrella, if it’s too hot and sunny we need to 
put sun block and take water. Students will have fun with all the weather and seasons activities we will 
do for this month. 

 
ACC II-  

This month’s unit focuses on seasons. We explore 2 fiction and 2 nonfiction stories that discuss how 
seasons change when the Earth moves around the sun. In this unit, students will explore different 
types of weather throughout each season and sort their differences. They will reflect on different 
activities, outfits, and feelings they experience throughout the changing weather. Finally, students will 
dive deeper and learn how they can prepare for changes in the weather. They can research different 
types of weather using newspapers, TV channels, and the internet. 
 
Kindergarten- 
It's March! We hope warmer weather is on the way. We are looking forward to meeting some of our 

Kindergarten friends. This month, students will be working on writing how-to books. The students 

will be working on lists, identifying steps, and sequencing. In these writings, they are going to become 

the teacher. Please continue to encourage students to use letter sounds and sight words to 

write/spell. In math, students will continue to fluently add and subtraction within 5. Students will 

also count objects and write the number to show how many. In science, the students will recognize 

how animals and humans meet their need for food and shelter.  They will also discuss animal life 

cycles noting how animals grow and change.  Students will compare how they (themselves) have 

changed over time. Parents, please dig out those baby photos!  We will need them towards the end of 

the month. In Literacy students will continue to work on retelling key details, identifying similarities 

and differences between stories, and asking and answering questions. Please continue to work with 

your student on letter sounds and sight words! We will have a conference day on March 10th, 

information will be sent to you shortly.  Thanks so much for your help and support! 

First- 

First off, thank you again for all the support you have given this year. We have greatly appreciated 

your support throughout the virtual learning. With hybrid learning beginning this week, please be 

patient with the teachers. We are hoping for a smooth transition but may experience some challenges 

as we will be teaching virtual students simultaneously with the hybrid students. Please be 

understanding and have patience with us as we navigate this new learning mode together. In Math, 

the students will continue working with place value (tens and ones), adding a multiple of ten to a 2- 

digit number, composing and decomposing 2-digit numbers and then move on to telling time to the 

hour and the half hour. In Writing, we will continue with Opinion Writing and supporting our 

opinions with good reasons. In Science, the students will continue to learn about sound and then 



move on to a unit on Light. In Reading, the students will work on comprehension strategies such as 

using text features, identifying the author’s purpose, and retelling stories, to make sure they 

understand what they are reading. Please make sure your child is reading books on their own, to 

practice using their own reading strategies. Lastly, please make sure your child is taking advantage of 

the i-Ready application on Classlink. This will provide additional support in both Math and Reading, 

and help your child to build on to the skills th. 

Second-  

Hello from Second Grade! Wow--what an exciting month we have ahead of us! As we begin hybrid 

learning, we are excited to continue building relationships and learning together. This month, we will 

continue to work on comparing, adding, and subtracting three-digit numbers (with and without 

regrouping) in math. In reading and writing, we will work on using text evidence to support answers 

to prompts and giving and supporting our opinions with multiple reasons. In Social Studies, we will 

explore the past and present as we learn about some Native American tribes from across the country. 

As always, we are so thankful for and proud of our amazing students! 

Third-  
We are excited to begin our hybrid learning this month. We will also have another round of 
Parent/Teacher conferences. Be on the lookout for information coming from your child’s teacher.  In 
language arts our focus will continue to be poetry.  In writing students will learn about opinion 
writing and writing reasons for their opinion. In math students will expand their learning of fractions 
by identifying equivalent fractions.  Social Studies will consist of economics and Science will focus on 
fossils and humans' impact on the environment.  
 

Fourth-  
This month in language arts, students will be continuing to read fiction text. They will analyze 

characters and setting, summarize text, and determine the theme of stories. In writing, they will be 

working on opinion essays. In math, students will be learning how to add and subtract mixed 

numbers, as well as how to multiply fractions by a whole number. In science, students will continue to 

learn about energy, including electrical and heat energy. In social studies, they will continue to learn 

about the War of 1812 and how Maryland changed after the war. This will lead into studying about the 

Civil War. We look forward to the arrival of Spring!

Fifth-  
We are so excited to begin our hybrid learning.  As we make the transition in schedule, please let us 
know how we can help.  This month we will also have the second round of Parent Teacher 
Conferences, please be on the lookout for a sign-up from your child’s teacher.  This month in Social 
Studies we will continue our study of the American Revolution.  In Science our focus will be on the 
states of matter and chemical vs physical reactions.   Our writing focus for this marking period is 
opinion essays.  For reading we will be practicing identifying themes in literature.  We will finish up 
our unit on fractions in math.  We will then begin to work with decimal operations.     
 

Music-  
As of this writing, preparations are underway for the change to hybrid learning.  Band, strings, and 
chorus will continue as they have been rehearsing so far this year.  General music will continue to 
cover interesting musical subjects and explore movement as it relates to learning music content.  Mr. 
Bosch, Mr. Fisher, Ms. Westermeyer, and Mr. Wertz are excited to continue the school year virtually 
and enthusiastically!

 



Art- 
K-2 will learn about the artist Vincent Van Gogh and draw a vase of flowers. They will also draw a 
single big flower taking up all of the page in the style of Georgia O'Keefe.  
3rd-5th will create their own fantasy land beyond the rainbow, inspired by the Wizard of Oz. They will 
design characters as well as a setting. They will also write a little story to go along with it. Please scroll 
down to see our March artists. 

Physical Education- 
The month of March is going to find us working with our ball as we work on control with our feet and 
other body parts. We will also try a jumping unit so children could use a jump rope. IF you do not 
have a jump rope at home think of something they could use as a replacement. Although it is not 
required to have a jump rope, students will benefit from having something they can turn and jump 
over. I want to continue to say how impressed I have been with the participation of our kids. I know it 
is hard to get motivated and move in front of a screen, but I know we are doing the best we can. Keep 
up the good work everyone.  
 
 

 

 
 
 

With the upcoming changes to school, I would like to suggest that you talk with your 
children about the factors that led to your family’s decision regarding the choice you 
have made to return for hybrid instruction or to remain with virtual schooling. I have 
begun preparing the students with talks about social distancing as well as playing out 
scenarios. I’ve explained to the children that we need to think about our actions 
whether we are returning to the school building or not. Ridgeway will look a little 
different just as stores have changed. We need to provide our students with 
reassurance amongst these changes. Discuss with your children the importance of hand 
washing. Consider packing personal hand sanitizer, tissues, and an extra mask for the 
school day. It might be a good idea to practice mask wearing if your child is returning 
to the building to build stamina with keeping it on for an extended amount of time. 
Since students will be expected to travel with their Chromebooks, please talk with them 
about the importance of carrying it safely as well as bringing it to school fully charged. 
We will have some down time during the day, perhaps a small item or two (like a 
squishy) would be great to have in the backpack along with a coloring book in case 
there is indoor recess. Our kids may experience a range of emotions over the next few 
weeks. Please remember that they will take your lead, so it is important to remain 
confident and positive. Regardless of your family’s decision, encourage your child to 
have empathy for others. Don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or 
concerns.   -Mrs. Stup 

 

 



Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the Month 

by demonstrating Kindness throughout the school. 

 
 

 
Kindergarten  
Ms. Corso-Genesis R. 
Mrs. Calma –David T.  
Ms. Evans- Adelyn M.S. 
Mrs. Mangano- Christopher P. 
Mrs. Sweitzer– Nora B. 
Ms. Webb-Jaxon E. 
  

First Grade  
Ms. Choo-Auri D. 
Mrs. Clark –Henry M. 
Mrs. Louvar- Levi Z. 
Ms. Klingensmith- Ava F. 
Ms. Shiffrin-Declan T. 
  

Second Grade  
Ms. D’Angelo- Luke G. 
Ms. Gaunt- Natalia T. 
Ms. Johnston-Faith D.  
Mrs. Sym- Brayson D. 
   
ACC I- Aldridge C. 
 
ACC-2- Jordyn A. 
 

Weisman (ESOL) 
Michael W.           
 

Third Grade  
Mrs. Brown-Miranda H. 
Ms. Downie- Azra C. 
Ms. Potts- Aidan T. 
Ms. Stanton-Bryleigh W. 
Mrs. Zak- Mya T. 
 

Fourth Grade   
Mrs. Carrigan- Milani B. 
Ms. Heisman- Dominic C. 
Ms. Karamboulis-Sophie P. 
Mrs. Quarantillo- Cyrus C. 
Ms. Stepien- Ryan M. 
 
 

Fifth Grade  
Mr. Fox- Chloe S. 
Mrs. Harper-Lippert- Christian Y. 
Mrs. Stinchcomb- Tyler R. 
Ms. Toth-Kisa F. 
Ms. Williams- Miley G. 

 



 

 

 

Leeya S.-Zentangle Heart 

Genevieve J.-Self Portrait 

Nicholas N.-Self Portrait 

Easton A.-Self Portrait 

Claudia G.-Zentangle Heart 



  


